The Regular Monthly Meeting of Dupont Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 pm on Tuesday evening, November 10, 2020 by President of Council Stanley Knick Jr.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL:  

Mr. Knick – Present					Mr. Kowalczyk – Present
Mr. Karkut – Present					Mr. Price – Present
Mr. Jones – Present 					Mayor Lello – Present

Mr. Knick called for a short executive session for personnel.

MOTION TO ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 13, 2020 REGULAR MEETING AND PLACE ON FILE.
Motion:  Mr. Karkut
Second: Mr. Jones
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes;  Mr. Kowalczyk, yes; Mr. Karkut, yes;  Mr. Price, yes;  Mr. Jones, yes..
Motion Carried 5/0.

MOTION TO ACCEPT THE CORRESPONDENCE PRESENTED.
Motion: Mr. Jones
Second: Mr. Karkut
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes; Mr. Kowalczyk, yes; Mr. Karkut, yes; Mr. Price, yes; Mr. Jones, yes.
Motion Carried 5/0.

MOTION TO PAY THE BILLS PRESENTED.
Motion: Mr. Kowalczyk
Second: Mr. Karkut 
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, abstain on Keystone Fence because of his employment.  That was for the fence work through insurance claim at the creek channel, yes on all others; Mr. Kowalczyk, yes; Mr. Karkut, yes; Mr. Price, abstain on Ellen Price, yes on all others; Mr. Jones, yes.
Motion Carried 5/0.

MOTION TO APPOINT THE PART TIME POLICE OFFICERS FROM NOVEMBER 10, 2020 TO THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL WITH NO GUARANTEE OF WORK:  Duane Saunders, Jennifer Polemitis, Christopher Fargione, Thomas Sheehan, Robert Avvisato,  Thomas Rushnak, Chris Smith, Donald MacRae, Michael Sniscak, Jacob Palonis
Motion: Mr. Jones
Second: Mr. Price
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes; Mr. Kowalczyk, yes; Mr. Karkut, yes; Mr. Price, yes; Mr. Jones, yes.
Motion Carried 5/0.








REPORTS: 

Treasurer’s Report:
General Fund- $ 60,166.54
Payroll Fund - $ 6,891.35
Refuse Fund - $ 82,181.88
Sewer Maintenance Fund - $436,508.43
Liquid Fuels Fund - $ 147,775.38
Police Pension Fund - $ 921,762.00
Special Fund - $177,962.16

Tax Collector Report:
October report submitted by Susan Gregory, Tax Collector:
$1809.85 deposited into the General Fund
Balance Collectable at the end of the month – 14,907.77

Police Report:
Chief Doran reported the following for October:
Criminal arrests-2; Traffic citations issued-26; Non-traffic citations issued-2; Appearances in County Court-3; Appearances in Magisterial Court-24; Motor Vehicle Accidents-7; Assist to EMS/Fire-4; Assist to other Police Dept.-1; Alarms-2; Burglaries-2; Thefts-2; Vandalism-1; Disorderly Conduct-10; PFA Violations-1; Domestic Reports-8; Suspicious Activity-5; DUI Arrest-1; Miscellaneous Calls-26; Building Checks-38; Code Enforcement-2.    Mileage- 49,379; Taurus-79,828; F150-21,978.  Magistrate Fines Collected $1,831.48.

Solicitors Report:
Mr. Dingle reported he received a call regarding the Housing Authority and development of the high rise.  They are to close next week and immediately thereafter will move forward with demolition.  Due to COVID, the move in date will be spring of 2022.  That is not exactly according to the original plans, but there is nothing they can do about that.   Mr. Knick stated the closing was supposed to earlier, but Erik added due to COVID it has been rescheduled twice.   The closing is set for November 13.

Engineer’s Report -  Stanley noted the engineer is unavailable for tonight’s meeting but if anyone has questions, he can be contacted.  He is still working on projects and everything is going as scheduled.

Crime Watch Report – Bob Price noted the Crime Watch meeting was held in October at the borough building.   The Police Signs are printed and they are showing up all over town.  We ordered 100 signs and now have two or three left within a matter of two weeks.  Thank you to everyone who supported that project.  We will see how many more people are interested, before we place another order.  They are a little different than the other towns.  The next meeting is set for November 24th at 7 pm.   We are doing the tree lighting event again this year.  Depending on the weather, Dec. 5th we will decorate the tree and then on the 12th we are doing a drive in tree lighting.   There will not be a party or gathering event.
Bob will set up the sound system, there will be a brief ceremony, not the usual, but something for the holidays.  There will be so many cars in front, and so many in back.  With that, Santa will drive by on the firetruck.  We are still working on the details, but there will be Christmas in Dupont.

Stan added the signs went quick because he commended the Chief that Dupont has a great police department.   Bob noted in the first two days, thirty five were sold out of 100.

Council President’s Report:

Trash – 58.50 tons
Comingle – 10.29 tons
Paper – 12.72 tons

Mileage – Recycler – 28,726   F550 – 28,653    Packer – 59,573     C3500 – 71,543

The F550 had the tank replaced for the hydraulics and the packer needed a starter.
There is an issue with the ditch between Atwell and Wood Streets.  Met with Mr. Wolak and he explained the issues.   The borough workers will need to build up the bank in the spring to correct the problem.  We have nine grant applications in:  two for multimodal for Quail Hill, one through Penn DOT and the other through DCED;  two for multimodal for borough street paving, one through Penn DOT and the other through DCED; multimodal for Grove Street;  multimodal for WalnutSstreet culvert replacement between Gill and Everhart; and LSA Gaming for packer, roller and dump truck and two LSA Gaming for Compost, one for parts and labor for grinder and the other for Wheel Loader.

MOTION TO ACCEPT THE REPORTS PRESENTED.
Motion: Mr. Jones
Second: Mr. Karkut
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes; Mr. Kowalczyk, yes; Mr. Karkut, yes; Mr. Price, yes; Mr. Jones, yes.
Motion Carried 5/0.

MOTION TO APPROVE LOAN FROM SEWER FUND FOR BUILDING REMODELING PROJECT IN THE AMOUNT OF $100,000 WITH $20,000 REPAYMENTS EACH YEAR FOR FIVE YEARS
Mr. Kowalczyk asked what the total project cost is.  Patty believes around $247,000 and by adding alternates the amount needed is roughly $96,000.  
Motion: Mr. Kowalczyk
Second: Mr. Price
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes; Mr. Kowalczyk, yes; Mr. Karkut, yes; Mr. Price, yes; Mr. Jones, yes.
Motion Carried 5/0.

MOTION TO AWARD THE BID FOR THE 2021 REFUSE BAGS TO DYNA PAK IN THE AMOUNT OF THE LOW BID WHICH WAS $11,040.
Motion:  Mr. Price
Second: Mr. Karkut
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes; Mr. Kowalczyk, yes; Mr. Karkut, yes; Mr. Price, yes; Mr. Jones, yes.
Motion Carried 5/0.

MOTION TO OPEN, READ AND AWARD THE 2021 INSURANCE BIDS RECEIVED
 Two bids:  Joyce Insurance    and     Assured Partners
Motion: Mr. Karkut
Second: Mr. Price
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes; Mr. Kowalczyk, yes; Mr. Karkut, yes; Mr. Price, yes; Mr. Jones, yes.
Motion Carried 5/0.

JOYCE INSURANCE -  
TOTAL PREMIUM FOR 1 YEAR – $51,681.00  (5 MILLION excel Liability)       $48,460.00 (1 MILLION excess Liability)
WORKERS COMP - $20,807 

ASSURED PARTNERS – 
TOTAL PREMIUM - $ 46,150  without workers comp
WORKERS COMP. - $18,529  Encova Insurance 

Mrs. Hansen asked if Assured is one or two years, because when you read Joyce you said one year.
The other question was the amount of excess liability.  

With questions on coverages including one year, two year or excel liability comparison, and  whether  workers comp covers all employees and fire department personnel, council made the following motion, even noting we may need a special meeting:

MOTION TO TABLE THE INSURANCE BIDS FOR FURTHER COMPARISON/REVIEW PRIOR TO  AWARD 
Motion: Mr. Jones
Second: Mr. Kowalczyk
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes; Mr. Kowalczyk, yes; Mr. Karkut, yes; Mr. Price, yes; Mr. Jones, yes.
Motion Carried 5/0.

MOTION TO READ THE PROPOSED 2021 BUDGET – SECOND READING.  The budget is available for public inspection from November 11 to November 20, 2020.
Motion: Mr. Jones
Second: Mr. Price
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes; Mr. Kowalczyk, yes; Mr. Karkut, yes; Mr. Price, yes; Mr. Jones, yes.
Motion Carried 5/0.

Patty summarized the budget as follows:
The budget is balanced.  
General Fund Budget - $ $669,804.00
Refuse Fund - $162,700.00
Liquid Fuels Fund - $ 94,935.00
Total General Operations Budget - $927,439.00
Sewer Maintenance Fund - $53,780.00
Special Fund - $ 177,000.00
Total All Operating Budgets for 2021 = $ 1,158,291.00

No tax increase, no sewer fee increase, but there is a $15.00 increase in refuse billing.

Mr. Posly asked what is the Special Fund.   Mr. Knick stated it is when the turnpike bridge was removed.  Those funds went into the special fund.  We have put in an application for multimodal grant to pave streets.  That grant required a match.  The special fund will be used as the Borough match for the grant.  If we take that money and pave streets we can only get a couple streets done.  If we use it as a match we can get more streets paved.  Mr. Posly asked if we think you will get the money back.  Mr. Knick asked what do you mean get money back.  Mr. Posly said to the special fund.  Mr. Knick explained no because we are using it to pave streets.  Mr. Posly asked so what did you use it for are you saying.  Mr. Knick again explained when we sold the bridge we put the money in a special account and the money in that special account is earmarked for doing streets.  Instead of just doing a few streets, we put in for a multimodal grant to do a lot more streets.  Mr. Posly asked how much money is left in the special fund.  Mr. Knick stated Patty just said the amount.  Councilmen Karkut and Kowalczyk and others stated $177,000.  Mr. Knick stated it will stay there until we need it for a match.  Mr. Kowalczyk added there is a lot more grant funding out there available with matching grants than straight grants.  We have a better chance getting a matching grant , we will have the money aside.  We will have the money to do that .  We can pave eight streets instead of paving two or three streets.  Lou Posly said taxpayer money.  Mr. Kowalczyk stated they tore down the bridge and gave us that money several years ago and we made the motion to put it in for street paving when we did that.  Right now this is the best option we feel to get the most bang for our buck.  

MOTION APPROVING PURCHASES SUBMITTED UNDER LUZ. CO. COVID 19 GRANT FROM SPECIAL FUND AND UPON REIMBURSEMENT FROM COUNTY DEPOSIT INTO SPECIAL FUND    Mr. Knick explained the Borough has to pay up front and submit invoices for reimbursement.  Patty stated it includes ppe equipment, gloves and masks, transaction window, key fob door entry, cameras, security, video conferencing equipment etc.    Mr. Knick stated we will be prepared if it happens again.
Motion: Mr. Jones
Second: Mr. Karkut
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes; Mr. Kowalczyk, yes; Mr. Karkut, yes; Mr. Price, yes; Mr. Jones, yes.
Motion Carried 5/0.

MOTION TO APPROVE PRESIDENT STAN KNICK AND COUNCILMAN JOE KARKUT MEET WITH AUDITOR FOR EXIT CONFERENCE ON 2019 AUDIT.  AUDIT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW AND QUESTIONS TO BE SUBMITTED FOR FOLLOWUP  Mr. Knick explained that Mike Fiorelli is working on the audit.  As soon as it is done, we discussed presentation in person or meeting with two members who can pass it on at the meeting.  Any questions can be forwarded to him for responses.   Patty noted it will be complete in about two weeks.  Mr. Posly asked where will it be.  Mr. Knick stated it will be in Patty’s office at the building.  
Motion: Mr. Jones
Second: Mr. Karkut
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes; Mr. Kowalczyk, yes; Mr. Karkut, yes; Mr. Price, yes; Mr. Jones, yes.
Motion Carried 5/0.

MOTION THAT ALL WORK DONE TO BOROUGH VEHICLES BE APPROVED BY WRITTEN PURCHASE ORDER AND COUNCIL MEMBER SIGNATURE – (For instance, recent work done to Tank on 550)  Mr. Knick suggested council get prices up front.  
Motion:  Mr. Jones
Second: Mr. Price
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes; Mr. Kowalczyk, yes; Mr. Karkut, yes; Mr. Price, yes; Mr. Jones, yes.
Motion Carried 5/0.

MOTION TO ACCEPT THE SECOND READING OF THE PROPOSED 2021 BUDGET.
Motion: Mr. Karkut
Second: Mr. Price 
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Knick, yes; Mr. Kowalczyk, yes; Mr. Karkut, yes; Mr. Price, yes; Mr. Jones, yes.
Motion Carried 5/0.

Matters from Residents:

Lou Posly, Lidy Road Dupont – In order for me to get what I have investigated I have to go back to when I originally asked for the gate to be opened.  The reason he got that the gate was closed was because the airport wanted it closed.  So I went up to the airport to two meetings, Mr. Karkut went with me on the one.  I found out that the Airport never said they wanted the gate closed.  They didn’t even know anything about it.  So then he was told  - let me clarify something, the airport had it closed because of security reasons before Navy Way was put in.  Now that Navy Way is there and you can see there is fencing on the other side, on the left hand side coming into Navy Way so that they have no need for the gate.  I called PennDot and got a Mr. Tomaszewski.  He said in order to get a clear picture of the map you have to go to the courthouse.  So I went to the courthouse.  Mr. Posly handed Mr. Kowalczyk a map stating he wanted it back.  He stated it is the latest map in the courthouse.   It clearly stated Gedrich Street.  Mr. Kowalczyk stated this is when it was under construction I am guessing.  Mr. Posly stated it is the latest map.  Mr. Kowalczyk stated they have Lidy Road marked out actually where Navy Way is.  Mr. Posly said no.  Mr. Kowalczyk stated it is marked in two spots, there is construction equipment on it.  The old Lidy Road is on here, the old road when the runway was expanded is marked on here.  It has construction equipment where Navy Way is.   Mr. Posly said Gedrich Street on the left.  Mr. Knick stated the cul de sac at the dead end.   Mr. Posly stated he talked to Mike Carroll on that and he said Penn DOT does not own that road.   Mr. Knick stated he was at Mike Carroll’s.  Mr. Posly asked to continue and explain.   Penn DOT does not own the road.  If they owned it they would plow it like we own Navy Way, we have to plow.  They would be plowing that road if Penn DOT owned it, they don’t.  

So all we have is all the reasons you guys said why we shouldn’t open that road has been nullified because it is still a Dupont road.  It has been there even before I have been born and that is 80+ years ago.  Mr. Knick said as I told you before it has to be brought up to specs for us to open it.  And as far as Mike Carroll goes, I told you I would talk to him.  Mike told me to tell you to go talk to him after I talked to him.  So guess what, you can go down to Mike Carroll and he will tell you about our conversation.  Mr. Posly said you can tell me.  Mr. Knick stated he will not put words in his mouth, you can talk to him.
This council has voted on this I don’t know how many times, well over a year ago and they do not want to open it because we have streets in this town that need repair and we don’t want to put money into another street for another access when there are three accesses out of Lidy Road.  Mr. Posly stated they are all dangerous.  Mr. Knick said what about the streets down here.   Mr. Knick responded they are not all dangerous.  Mr. Posly stated yes they are.  It is terrible going down Lidy Road to Route 11.  Mr. Knick said where Mark lives is dangerous coming down those hills.  There are a lot of places in town and that is not as steep.   Mr. Posly stated we have an opening to another way….  Mr. Knick stated Mr. Posly I don’t want to be mean but unless someone on this council wants to keep trashing this out, Mr. Posly I think it is done unless someone wants to make a motion to keep trashing this out.  I am very sorry, we have voted not to and the vote will not change.  Mr. Posly …. Wait a minute, let me talk.   Mr. Knick yes but not to keep repeating yourself month after month after month after year.  Mr. Posly commented you are saying to about 30 people you are not going to get…Mr. Knick said not at this time, maybe if the town comes up with money to afford..  Mr. Posly said wait a minute you can afford money for the road .. 
Mr. Knick said it is up to specs and we have a liability there.  Mr. Posly said you can afford the road to repair Grove Street for the trucks.  Mr. Knick stated we get a lot of taxes out of there.  Mr. Posly stated no you don’t.  You don’t get $12,000, Patty what do you get.  Mr. Knick stated that is our responsibility and how many people do we get with earned income tax.  Mr. Posly said they paid half of that project didn’t they.  Mr. Knick stated he is not speaking anymore Mr. Posly.  I am done.  We have trashed this month after month, I am not answering you.  Mr. Posly asked why not.  Mr. Posly said I am asking you a question.    Mr. Knick stated I answered you month after month.  Mr. Posly said they did pay half of that project and you are not admitting it why.  Why are you not admitting it.   

Mrs. Hansen commented I just  don’t understand why each council meeting we have to entertain this.  Have you ever received a phone call from the airport telling you something different.  Mr. Knick said no.
Mrs. Hansen same with Mike Carroll, he  is telling us one thing Mike Carroll said, you had a conversation with Mike Carroll.  Mr. Knick stated as I said I will not put words into his mouth.  Mrs. Hansen commented that is ok, I understand and I am assuming I understand and I know what Mike Carroll told you.  But this is the second council that sat up here and voted no,  not by one person, not by two people, not by three people,  the whole council.   Mr. Posly stated I was interrupted by her.  Mrs. Hansen addressed council why is it every meeting we have to entertain this, why.  Mr. Knick said lets move on.
Mr. Posly commented .. biased, pompous know it all who keeps interrupting.  Mr. Knick ..whoa, whoa, whoa, whoa, whoa we will not ..  Solicitor Dingle said that is the end of the conversation.  Mr. Knick said that is it.  That is it.  Mr. Dingle said he is done.  Mr. Knick you will not disgrace people , you were definitely calling her names.  Mr. Posly stated I did not call her a name.  Mrs. Hansen said there is a lawyer present, it is all good, its on record, I will ask for a copy of these minutes and will take it to my attorney, I can handle myself, thank you very much.  This is not the first meeting he has done this.  The last time he made suggestions of a child which was very inappropriate.  Mr. Knick stated no, this council up here we want to be respectable and I will not put up and I don’t think anybody else wants to put up 
With anything like this.  Its done.  Mrs. Hansen stated every council meeting is this.  Every council meeting.  Mr. Knick stated it is done.  

Council President ended the Comments of Mr. Posly based on recommendation of the solicitor.  Motion by Bob Price to Adjourn – Mayor Lello asked to speak.  Meeting continued with Council and Mayor comments before adjournment.

Matters from Mayor and Council –

Mayor Lello – (1) November 19th Food Drive 9 am Holy Mother of Sorrows Hall – we need volunteersl; (2) November 22, Christmas Lights  7 am at Pavilion – we need volunteers  (3) Salute Veterans that served in the Armed Forces, thank you very much  (4) Happy Thanksgiving (5) Stanley enjoy the Mayor’s Chair, with Mr. Knick stating he will not get it back, at least it is getting used now.  

Joseph Jones – (1) Thank You to all Our Veterans (2) Happy Thanksgiving

Mark Kowalczyk – (1)Happy Thanksgiving, and  Happy Birthday Marines 245 Years (2)Not really town business , there is a benefit for Ronald Strelish , my cousin, Dupont resident.  I donated my new place of business  which is located right off the Avoca bridge at the beginning of the bypass.  Dec. 5, 12 Noon at 502 Pittston Avenue.  Benefit is mostly Basket Raffle.  We chose this location  because we can keep COVID safety in place.  There is a large area for parking and getting so many people in at a time so we are not shoulder to shoulder in there.   The unfortunate part is he was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer but the best part is it is the most treatable type.  He is going for surgery.  The poor guy just bought his house last year.  It is very bad timing.    Any support or donations would be appreciated to help him during this hard time.  I will leave a paper with information with Patty.  It is very close to the Grand Rental and there will be signs posted.  We all appreciate it.

Joseph Karkut – (1) Veterans Day.  Thank you to Veterans that Served (2) Happy Thanksgiving (3) Stay Safe, Covid cases on the rise, Be Safe.   Wear Masks.

Bob Price – (1) Thank you to Veterans that served and the families that supported them over the years.   (2) Happy Thanksgiving (3) We have a couple projects coming up with the Crime Watch and the Lions Club, I hope more people come out.  It is outdoors, we will be safe about it, the more hands, the better it goes.  Stay safe see you next month.

Stan Knick – (1) Veterans Day, I had uncles that were in the war, I appreciate all the Veterans do for the country (2) Be Safe (3) Happy Thanksgiving.

Motion to Adjourn – Unanimous.  

Respectfully submitted,							Adopted and Approved


Patricia McDonald							Stanley Knick 
Secretary								Council President





